
 

Groundwater Management Act – As our newsletter has reported to you over the last sev-

eral years, our groundwater basin is considered to be critically over drafted. The State is 

mandating that our basin act to correct this deficiency by either 1. Getting more landowners 

to use surface water versus groundwater or 2. Curtailing pumping via a fallowing program. 

Obviously, the District is not interested in landowners having to fallow their lands. This 

means we need several landowners next to our conveyance systems to contact the District 

to begin the process of installing a surface water diversion. The District will help the land-

owner through the permitting process and we have a financial incentive process to ease the 

financial pain. 

Unimpaired Flows – The State is trying to mandate that all rivers release more water, at 
certain times of the year, for environmental (fish) flows. The data they are using is severely 
flawed and the amount of water they demand is extremely detrimental to agriculture. The 
District, along with our sister agencies have been fiercely fighting this issue and have initiat-
ed litigation against the State. There is an ongoing process “voluntary agreements” in which 
several agencies are participating to try and reach an agreement as to how much water 
must be released. This process, if successful, would be more cost effective than years of 

expensive litigation.      

2022 Tentative Dam Installation  

Updates to th is  tenta t ive schedule wi l l  be posted onl ine on the Dis tr ict ’s websi te:  
www.sewd.ne t  
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New Hogan Reservoir is cur-

rently at 133,241-acre feet of 

water as of February 8, 2022.  

The District and Army CORPS 

will manage the reservoir for 

fish habitat and flood control 

throughout the rainy season. 

The District expects to be able 

to provide a normal irrigation 

season next year.   

New Melones Reservoir is cur-

rently at 986,466-acre feet as 

of February 8, 2022. The Dis-

trict is not certain of how much, 

if any at all, we will receive 

from New Melones this year. 

Hopefully we will have a mira-

cle March!    

 

2022  Spring Summer 

DIVISION 1 Richard Atkins, 

Vice President 

DIVISION 2 Andrew Watkins, 

President 

DIVISION 3 Alvin Cortopassi 

DIVISION 4 Melvin Panizza 

DIVISION 5 Paul Sanguinetti 

DIVISION 6 Loralee McGaughey 

DIVISION 7 Thomas McGurk 

Due to COVID-19, District Board Meetings is 

available by teleconference. 

http://www.sewd.net


ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

Scot A. Moody, General Manager 

Kristin Carido, Administrative Services Manager 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

Juan Vega, Finance Director 

Priya Ram, Accountant 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Justin M. Hopkins, Assistant General Manager 

Jim Wunderlich, Water Operations Manager 

 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

Darrel Evensen, District Engineer 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

David Higares, Maintenance Supervisor 

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 

Aaron Riojas, Construction/Water Supply Supervisor 

Lou Mendez, Grounds/Water Supply Supervisor 

Chris Donis, Operations/Water Supply Supervisor 

WATER CONSERVATION 

Kristin Coon, Water Conservation Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

District Staff 

CONTACT US 

The Stockton Area Water Suppliers (SAWS) Water Education Program is a principal sponsor of the 
Stockton Earth Day Festival. This year’s event will take place at Victory Park in Stockton on Sunday, 
April 24, 2022.  
 
The SAWS Water Education Program participates in local, youth-oriented events and offers stand-
ards-based in-class presentations to K-6 educators in all schools served by the SAWS contractors, 
which include the City of Stockton, California Water Service Company and San Joaquin County. 
Our goal is to educate Stockton youth about the practical and scientific concepts behind society’s 

need to conserve water.  
 
As an alternative to in-class presentations, the 
SAWS Water Education Program also offers a 
virtual on-line learning experience that includes 
delivery of supplies to support the lesson.  
 
Teachers interested in participating in the SAWS 
Water Education Program can contact SEWD 
Water Conservation Coordinator Kristin Coon at 
kcoon@sewd.net or 209-444-3126. 

(209) 948-0333 Administration 

(209) 948-0537 Treatment Plant 

(209) 469-3335 Ag Water Order 

(209) 444-3126 Water Conservation 

(209) 948-0423 Fax 

www.sewd.net District Website 

sewd@sewd.net District Email 

SEWD has completed the first full calendar year of implementing the Calaveras River 

Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and a lot has been accomplished since HCP approval 

in August 2020. First, the District hosted a customer outreach presentation in February 

2021 to identify funding for fish screening of private diversions. Please contact SEWD 

staff if you missed the presentation, as we are available to assist our customers with 

their fish screening efforts. In addition, SEWD and our biologist, FISHBIO, have been 

collecting operational and environmental data for the HCP. The historical data is availa-

ble on the SEWD website, www.sewd.net/hcp, which will also host all future reports, 

including the annual report currently in development. Lastly, SEWD made notable pro-

gress on several projects and activities: 

 Ongoing design and permitting for three fish passage improvement projects, the larg-

est project being the Bellota Fish Screen and Passage Improvement Project. 

 

 Installed flow sensors at key flow measurement locations. 

 

 Captured 1,982 Central Valley steelhead/rainbow trout in FISHBIO’s Rotary Screw 

Trap. 

 

 Relocated 32 Central Valley steelhead/rainbow trout during the 2021 flashboard dam 

removals. 

Agriculture/Irrigation Pump Testing 

Free Pump & Irrigation Efficiency Tests for Agriculture Water Irrigators. If you’re interested in 

saving both water & energy this year on your Agricultural Irrigation, contact Chris Donis, Water 

Supply Supervisor at (209) 401-8247 to take advantage of this Program and schedule your test 

today! Funding is limited. 

Aerial Spraying Notification Program 

In 1997, the District implemented a voluntary Aerial Spraying Notification Program. Aerial 

spraying around the District’s water treatment plant, Lower Farmington Canal, Upper Farming-

ton Canal and natural creeks is a concern to the District. If you use an aerial spraying company 

which  applies chemicals to treat your crops around these areas, please remind the company 

to contact the District at least 24-hours in advance of spraying at (209) 948-0537 and provide 

the following information: parcel to be sprayed, chemical to be sprayed, time to be sprayed, 

material safety data sheet and contact information (name & phone number). 

Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)  

SAWS Water Education Program Sponsors Stockton Earth 
Day Festival  

6767 East Main Street 

Stockton, CA 95215 

 

Post Office Box 5157    

Stockton, CA 95205 

“Our Mission is to ensure proper management of our groundwater 
basin and provide supplemental surface water supplies” 

See the District’s website for more information about the HCP, including a new video and to sign-up to 

receive HCP Shareholder information.  

SEW D I N  TH E CO M M UNI TY  

District employees enjoy giving back to the com-

munity! In October 2021, staff  donated bags of 

candy to the Garden Acres Community Center as 

a special Halloween treat for the ghosts and 

ghouls of the Center. Additionally, in December 

2021, District staff donated ~63-lbs. of non-

perishables to the Emergency Food Bank of Stock-

ton. (See picture below of District staff and Garden 

Acres Director and staff).  

SEWD Water Conservation Coordinator Kristin 

Coon hosts a booth annually at the Stockton Earth 

Day Festival 

mailto:kcoon@sewd.net
http://www.sewd.net/hcp

