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On August 17, 2021, the Stockton East Water District approved a Temporary (2021 only) Water Transfer 

of up to 7,500 acre-feet of water from New Melones Reservoir to northern California agricultural water 

districts within San Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties. The transfer of this water would not impact any of 

Stockton East’s other obligations, including ongoing and future water deliveries to customers.  

California is currently experiencing extreme dry hydrologic conditions, with 2021 the driest year on record 

since 1977. This extreme dry year follows dry conditions in 2020. On May 10, 2021, Governor Newsom 

declared a State of Emergency (Proclamation) to address the severe drought condition, in particular the 

Central Valley. The Proclamation urged consideration of voluntary water transfers to assist other water 

users who are in a desperate position. 

Stockton East is fortunate, despite extreme dry conditions, to have received 100% of its contractual water 

supplies to meet customer demands and other obligations. Stockton East is concerned that the actions of 

the Bureau of Reclamation to release 3,000 acre feet every day from New Melones Reservoir, which they 

have been doing so since June 10, 2021 – releasing over 180,000 acre feet of water in just two months - 

will result in a reservoir too low to provide water allocations to Stockton East in 2022. Therefore, Stockton 

East made the decision to utilize a small fraction of that water supply to help its neighbors while it is 

available, as the district’s allocation from New Melones cannot be carried over to 2022 – it must be used 

or is lost.   

Stockton East will make the water available by temporarily using water stored in New Hogan Reservoir, 

and will use the opportunity of temporarily switching to New Hogan water supplies to perform essential 

repairs in the New Melones delivery and conveyance system.  

Reclamation has analyzed the proposed transfer in an Environmental Assessment and concluded there 

are no other impacts from the proposed transfer, including unreasonable impacts to fish and wildlife 

and impacts to other legal users of water.  

 


