
CALAVERAS RIVER 

HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN 

The Calaveras River’s unique habitats and healthy fish populations set it apart from other   

rivers of the Central Valley, and its management is complex. Not only is the Calaveras a    

primary source of water for agricultural and municipal use in the Stockton area, it also hosts 

sensitive species like Central Valley steelhead, rainbow trout, and  Chinook salmon. To help 

maintain and conserve these species while also protecting and preserving water operations, 

the District collaborated with the fisheries branch of the NOAA to develop the Calaveras River 

Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The HCP describes the anticipated effects of the District’s 

water operations on fish and provides best management practices to minimize or mitigate 

these impacts.                                                 

See HCP on back page 

 

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT 

As our newsletter has reported to you over the last several years, our groundwater basin is consid-

ered to be critically over drafted by 70,000 acre-feet per year on average. The State is mandating 

that our basin act to correct this deficiency by either 1. Getting more landowners to use surface 

water versus groundwater or 2. Curtailing pumping via a fallowing program. Obviously, the 

District is not interested in landowners having to fallow their lands. This means we need several 

landowners next to our conveyance system to contact the District to begin the process of installing 

a surface water diversion. The District will help the landowner through the permitting process and 

the District has a financial incentive program to ease the financial pain. 

UNIMPAIRED FLOWS 

The State is trying to mandate that all rivers release more water, at certain times of the year, for 

environmental (fish) flows. The data they are using is severely flawed and the amount of water they 

demand is extremely detrimental to agriculture. The District, along with our sister agencies have 

been fiercely fighting this issue and have initiated litigation against the State. There is an ongoing 

process of “voluntary agreements” in which several agencies are participating to try and reach an 

agreement as to how much water must be released. This process, if successful, would be more 

cost effective than years of expensive litigation.  

2021 Tentative Dam Installation  
 

The 2021 Irrigation Season will begin  

tentatively on Wednesday May 5, 2021.  

APRIL 13th — APRIL16th  

Bellota 2-foot weir & fish ladder removed and the Bellota 
Dam installed 

APRIL 19th — APRIL 22nd  

Dam installation on Mormon Slough and Potter Creek begins  

APRIL 23rd — APRIL 30th  

Dam installation on Old Calaveras River & Mosher Slough 
begins 

MAY 4th 

Dam installation and system filling complete 

The District will communicate any changes or updates by mail; 
Water Supply staff & the District’s website: www.sewd.net.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

is held every Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. at  
6767 East Main Street Stockton, 95215  

2021 SPRING WATER 
SUPPLY OUTLOOK 

New Hogan Reservoir is currently 

at 132,650 acre-feet of water as of 

January 26, 2021. The District 

and Army CORPS will manage 

the reservoir for fish habitat and 

flood control throughout the rainy     

season. The District expects to 

be able to provide a normal   

irrigation season this year.    

New Melones Reservoir is current-

ly at 1,540,000 acre-feet of water 

as of January 26, 2021. To have 

this much water remain at the 

end of an irrigation season is 

great news! We expect that we will 

have a normal irrigation season in 

2021.      

 

2021  Spring Summer 

DIVISION 1 Richard Atkins, 

Vice President 

DIVISION 2 Andrew Watkins, 

President 

DIVISION 3 Alvin Cortopassi 

DIVISION 4 Melvin Panizza 

DIVISION 5 Paul Sanguinetti 

DIVISION 6 Loralee McGaughey 

DIVISION 7 Thomas McGurk 

Due to COVID-19, District Board Meetings 

will be available by teleconference. 

 

While the District buildings continue to 
remain open to conduct essential      
business, the District is still practicing 
social distancing measures amongst staff 
and visitors.  

The District requires face masks be 
worn by all public visiting the District.  

As Final Billing is here, District staff 
kindly reminds that cash (exact 
change) and check are the only forms 
of payment  accepted.  

Do not hesitate contacting District staff 
prior to your visit if you have any ques-
tions regarding your bill or otherwise. All 
billing questions can be  
directed to Akaash Sharma,  
Accounts Receivable, (209) 
444-3112. 

The District appreciates your 
understanding and coopera-
tion during these times! 

http://www.sewd.net


ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

Scot A. Moody, General Manager 

Kristin Carido, Administrative Services Manager 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

Juan Vega, Finance Director 

Priya Ram, Accountant 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Justin M. Hopkins, Assistant General Manager 

Jim Wunderlich, Water Operations Manager 

Jason Mathews, Chief Plant Operator 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

Darrel Evensen, District Engineer 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

David Higares, Maintenance Supervisor 

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 

Aaron Riojas, Construction/Water Supply Supervisor 

Lou Mendez, Grounds/Water Supply Supervisor 

Chris Donis, Operations/Water Supply Supervisor 

WATER CONSERVATION 

Kristin Coon, Water Conservation Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

District Staff 

CONTACT US 

While the pandemic has made classroom visits impossible at this time, the Stockton  Area 
Water Suppliers (SAWS) are still providing water education for Stockton area students. 
 

Using the distance learning software Padlet, the SAWS Water Education Program has 
created a collection of virtual water education videos, links, websites and activities that 
teachers can share with students during online classroom sessions or as remote          

assignments/homework. The material focuses on water     
science, the water cycle, water conservation and other water-
related topics appropriate for each grade level. If teachers can     
physically share materials with students, the SAWS Water 
Education Program can also provide items for send home 
packets. 
 

Teachers interested in using SAWS virtual water education 
outreach for distance learning can contact the District’s Water    
Conservation Coordinator Kristin Coon at kcoon@sewd.net or 
209-444-3126.   

(209) 948-0333 Administration 

(209) 948-0537 Treatment Plant 

(209) 469-3335 Ag Water Order 

(209) 444-3126 Water Conservation 

(209) 948-0423 Fax 

www.sewd.net District Website 

sewd@sewd.net District Email 

As part of this long-term agreement, NOAA fisheries has issued a 50-year      

Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for the operations and maintenance of District     

facilities on the river. In turn, the District has committed to an array of conserva-

tion actions to benefit fish populations on the Calaveras River over that time peri-

od. The HCP allows for an adaptive management plan that would support future 

studies of the fish community below the New Hogan Dam. Conservation actions      

include a guaranteed minimum flow in key fish habitat, screening water          

diversions, improving fish passage over structures, water conservation 

measures, and continued fisheries research and  monitoring on the Calaveras 

River. The HCP also establishes the District as a watershed coordinator that acts 

to inform stakeholders about the current state of the river and provides a forum 

for stakeholder input regarding Calaveras River management. Essentially, the 

HCP establishes a roadmap of best management practices for the District to 

conserve the river and its fish populations from an operational standpoint, while 

also providing opportunities for community members and other water users to 

help advance conservation goals.  

 

Agriculture/Irrigation Pump Testing 

Free Pump & Irrigation Efficiency Tests for Agriculture Water Irrigators. If you’re interested in 

saving both water & energy this year on your Agricultural Irrigation, contact Chris Donis, Water 

Supply Supervisor at (209) 401-8247 to take advantage of this Program and schedule your test 

today! Funding is limited. 

Aerial Spraying Notification Program 

In 1997, the District implemented a voluntary Aerial Spraying Notification Program. Aerial spray-

ing around the District’s water treatment plant, Lower Farmington Canal, Upper Farmington Canal 

and natural creeks is a concern to the District. If you use an aerial spraying company which  ap-

plies chemicals to treat your crops around these areas, please remind the company to contact the 

District at least 24-hours in advance of spraying at (209) 948-0537 and provide the following infor-

mation: parcel to be sprayed, chemical to be sprayed, time to be sprayed, material safety data 

sheet and contact information (name & phone number). 

Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) (continued) 

S A W S  O F F E R S  D I S T A N C E  L E A R N I N G  P R O G R A M  A N D  
M A T E R I A L S  F O R  S T O C K T O N  A R E A  S C H O O L S  

6767 East Main Street 

Stockton, CA 95215 

 

Post Office Box 5157    

Stockton, CA 95205 

“Our Mission is to ensure proper management of our groundwater 
basin and provide supplemental surface water supplies” 

See the District’s website for more 

information about the plan, including 

a new video and to sign-up to receive 

HCP Shareholder information.  

https://sewd.net/habitat-

conservation-plan/ 

Rec l am at i on  Re f o r m  Ac t  

When the Reclamation Act of 1902 was enacted, the 

primary goal of the Reclamation program was to     

develop the arid West by promoting farming opportuni-

ties for families and limiting speculation on land that 

would benefit from the introduction of irrigated         

agriculture. In response to a lawsuit against the Federal    

government in the 1970's alleging improper acreage 

limitation administration, Congress passed Public Law 

97-293, which President Reagan signed into law on 

October 12, 1982. Title II of Public Law 97-293 is 

known as the  Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (RRA). 

The concept of acreage limitation provisions with regard 

to Reclamation irrigation water means ownership    

limitations and pricing restrictions specified in Federal 

reclamation law. including but not limited to certain 

provisions in the RRA. All District irrigators must comply 

with RRA requirements. Additional information can be 

obtained at: http://www.usbr.gov/rra/index.html 


