2020 Spring

Summer

Unimpaired Flow Criteria
On January 11, 2019 the District’s general counsel, Herum Crabtree Suntag, filed suit in San Joaquin County Superior
Court against the State Water Resources Control Board (Board) challenging amendments to the Sacramento San Joaquin
River Bay-Delta Plan adopted by the Board in December.
The changes would divert 40 percent of the Stanislaus River runoff from farming and industrial uses, and instead use it to
increase fish flows. This action constrains New Melones Reservoir operations and takes water from farmers and cities. The
District holds a contractual right to receive 80,000 acre feet of water from the New Melones Project, that has been
consistently providing surface water to San Joaquin County. According to the District’s attorney, Jeanne Zolezzi, the
District’s water contract is “threatened by this unprecedented and unsupported water grab.” This water is currently used for
farming and industrial users. The District delivers irrigation water to approximately 70,000 acres of agricultural land. The
District will continue the effort of opposition and provide updates as the lawsuit progresses.

SUSTAI N ABLE GROUNDW ATER MAN AG EMENT ACT (SGM A )
As you may recall, the District is part of an organization called the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Joint
Powers Authority (JPA). This group includes all GSA participants within the Eastern San Joaquin groundwater
basin and together we have written the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). This Plan identifies that our
groundwater basin is over drafted by 70,000 acre-feet, on average, each year. The State considers this
unsustainable and therefore all groundwater agencies must correct this issue. There are only two means by
which this can be accomplished;

1. Get substantially more landowners to switch from groundwater to surface water use, or
2. Require all growers within the basin to fallow a percentage of their lands that would be equal to
reducing the amount of groundwater use by 70,000 acre-feet.
Obviously option 2 is not something any of us want to consider and the JPA is committed to preventing this
option from happening.

2020 WATER SUPPLY
OUTLOOK
New Hogan Reservoir is
currently at 151,374 acre-feet
of water as of mid-January
2020.
New Melones Reservoir is
currently at 1,982,250 acre-feet
of water as of mid-January
2020. We expect that we will
have a normal irrigation season
in 2020.

The District needs your help in getting all lands that could potentially use surface water to contact the District so
that staff can assist landowners to begin the process of transitioning from groundwater to surface water use
when surface water is available. If you are interested in attending meetings regarding this topic, visit the Eastern
San Joaquin Groundwater Authority’s website for meeting information.

2020 Tentative Dam Installation
The 2020 Irrigation Season will begin
tentatively on Tuesday, May 5, 2020.
th

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors
is held every Tuesday at Noon located at
6767 East Main Street Stockton, 95215

th

APRIL 13 & April 14
Bellota 2-foot weir & fish ladder removed and the Bellota Dam
installed
APRIL 15th
Dam installation on Mormon Slough and Potter Creek begins

DIVISION 1

Richard Atkins

DIVISION 2

Andrew Watkins,
Vice President

DIVISION 3

Alvin Cortopassi

APRIL 24th
Dam installation on Old Calaveras River & Mosher Slough begins

DIVISION 4

Melvin Panizza,
President

MAY 4th
Dam installation and system filling complete

DIVISION 5

Paul Sanguinetti

DIVISION 6

Loralee McGaughey

DIVISION 7

Thomas McGurk

The District will communicate any changes or updates by mail;
Water Supply staff & the District’s website: www.sewd.net.

Remember to look out for signage in
the field! Be sure to check before you
begin your agricultural operations!

CALAVERAS RIVER HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN (HCP)
The Calaveras River’s unique habitats and healthy fish populations set it apart from other
rivers of the Central Valley, and its management is complex. Not only is the Calaveras a
primary source of water for agricultural and municipal use in the Stockton area, it also
hosts sensitive species like Central Valley steelhead, rainbow trout, and Chinook salmon.
To help maintain and conserve these species while also protecting and preserving water
operations, SEWD has been collaborating with the fisheries branch of the National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA Fisheries) to develop the
Calaveras River Habitat Conservation Plan (Calaveras HCP). The Calaveras HCP
describes the anticipated effects of SEWD’s water operations on fish and provides best
management practices to minimize or mitigate these impacts. While the Calaveras HCP
has been in development, SEWD has been committed to funding fisheries research and
monitoring on the Calaveras River since 2001 to better understand the fish populations on
the Calaveras and how water operations may affect fish abundance and the events of
their life cycle. The Calaveras HCP allows for an adaptive management plan that would
support future studies of the fish community below the dam. Beyond research and
monitoring, the Calaveras HCP also includes several operational and management
criteria for SEWD water operations which further support fish conservation over the
50-year term of the Calaveras HCP. These include refining the flashboard dam removal
and installation process, maintaining flow and water quality in important habitats for fish,
working with landowners to screen diversions, and improving or removing barriers to fish
passage. The Calaveras HCP also establishes SEWD as a watershed coordinator that
acts to inform stakeholders about the current state of the river and provides a forum for
stakeholder and citizen input regarding Calaveras River management. Essentially, the
Calaveras HCP establishes a roadmap of best management practices for the District to
conserve the river and its fish populations from an operational standpoint, while also
providing opportunities for community members and other water users to help advance
conservation goals.

Agriculture/Irrigation Pump Testing
Free Pump & Irrigation Efficiency Tests for Agriculture Water Irrigators. If you’re interested in
saving both water & energy this year on your Agricultural irrigation, contact Ed Morley, SEWD
Water Quality Control Analyst at (209) 948-0537 to take advantage of this Program and schedule
your test today! Funding is limited.

Aerial Spraying Notification Program
In 1997 the District implemented a voluntary Aerial Spraying Notification Program. Aerial spraying
around the District’s water treatment plant, Lower Farmington Canal, Upper Farmington Canal
and natural creeks is of concern to the District. If you use an aerial spraying company which
applies chemicals to treat your crops around these areas, please remind the company to contact
the District at least 24-hours in advance of spraying at (209) 948-0537 and provide the following
information: parcel to be sprayed, chemical to be sprayed, time to be sprayed, material safety
data sheet and contact information (name & phone number).

Reclama tion Re form Ac t
(RR A)
When the Reclamation Act of 1902 was enacted, the
primary goal of the Reclamation program was to
develop the arid West by promoting farming
opportunities for families and limiting speculation on
land that would benefit from the introduction of irrigated
agriculture. In response to a lawsuit against the
Federal government in the 1970's alleging improper
acreage limitation administration, Congress passed
Public Law 97-293, which President Reagan signed
into law on October 12, 1982 - Title II of Public Law 97293 is known as the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982
(RRA). The concept of acreage limitation provisions
with regard to Reclamation irrigation water means the
ownership limitations and pricing restrictions specified
in Federal reclamation law, including but not limited to
certain provisions in the RRA. All SEWD irrigators must
comply with RRA requirements. Additional information
can be obtained at: http://www.usbr.gov/rra/index.html

District Staff
ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
Scot A. Moody, General Manager
Kristin Carido, Administrative Services Manager
FINANCE DEPARTMENT
Juan Vega, Finance Director
Priya Ram, Accountant
OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT
Cathy Lee, Assistant General Manager
Jim Wunderlich, Water Operations Manager
Jason Mathews, Chief Plant Operator
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Justin Hopkins, District Engineer
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
John Vernier, Maintenance Supervisor
WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT
Aaron Riojas, Construction/Water Supply Supervisor
Lou Mendez, Grounds/Water Supply Supervisor
Chris Donis, Operations/Water Supply Supervisor
WATER CONSERVATION
Kristin Coon, Water Conservation Coordinator

SAWS After School Program
Below, SAWS Water Educators Kathy Kirchhof and Suzi Kelly make buttons for third graders
attending a recent AgVenture event. At AgVenture, every third-grade student in San Joaquin
County is eligible to participate in a day of fun while learning about the vast diversity of agriculture in our county. AgVenture exposes students to important concepts during their “day on the
farm,” including nutritional values, agronomics, marketing, farm and crop production, the value
of locally grown products and the role that producers, vendors and the purveyors of our natural
resources play in bringing these commodities to the community.
Every year, SAWS and SEWD contribute funding for these events
and sponsor a booth at each of the three annual AgVenture events.
The Stockton East Water District is a member of the Stockton Area
Water Suppliers (SAWS), an alliance of Stockton area water
agencies that includes the City of Stockton, San Joaquin County,
California Water Service Company and SEWD. SAWS sponsors a
variety of community outreach efforts, including seven standardsbased, in-class water education programs, special event and after
school presentations and facility tours. Any school with a Stockton
address is eligible for this fun, free, educational program. For more information on the SAWS
Water Education Program, visit the SEWD website and click on “Conservation Education.”

C ON T A CT U S
(209) 948-0333

Administration

(209) 948-0537

Treatment Plant

(209) 469-3335

Ag Water Order

(209) 444-3126

Water Conservation

(209) 948-0423

Fax

www.sewd.net

District Website

sewd@sewd.net

District Email

6767 East Main Street
Stockton, CA 95215
Post Office Box 5157
Stockton, CA 95205

“Our Mission is to ensure proper management of our groundwater
basin and provide supplemental surface water supplies”

