
2019 WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK  

I take great pleasure in announcing that we expect to have a normal 

irrigation season in 2019. New Hogan Reservoir is currently at 

166,000 acre-feet of water. This is generally where we want the  

Reservoir to be at this time of year.   

The District provided a normal irrigation season this year and we are 

confident we will have a normal irrigation season next year. 

As of September 19, 2018, New Melones Reservoir sits at 1,799,000 

acre-feet. While this is good news, we will have to keep an eye on 

what the United States Bureau of Reclamation plans to release for 

environmental flows this Fall and next Spring.  

2018 Pre l iminary Dam Removal  Schedule  

The District has requested a variance from 
the Central Valley Flood Protection Board for 
late dam removal however, as of today, the 

District has not yet received approval. 

OCTOBER 15th - New Hogan releases will be 
reduced down to 20 cfs. 

OCTOBER 17th - Irrigation season ends. Irriga-
tion water left behind in all diversion dams is 
available to pump as needed. Bellota Weir will 
be removed and the 2-foot winter weir and fish 
ladder will be installed in a 2-day process.   
Diversion dam drainage will start upstream on 
Mormon Slough and Potter Creek, then the Old 
Calaveras River and Mosher Slough.  

OCTOBER 26th - Dam removal will be com-
pleted on Mormon Slough. Removal on      
Calaveras River, Mosher Slough, and Potter 
Creek will continue until completion. 

 

Releases from New Hogan Reservoir to the Calaveras River 

will be reduced to about 20 cubic feet per second (cfs)     

starting October 15th. Diversion dams will be drained ending 

the 2018 Irrigation Season with a detailed schedule to the left.  

Calaveras River flow will remain 

at 20 cfs, and adjusted as neces-

sary for the needs of the Water 

Treatment Plant. Removal of 

diversion dams from Old Calav-

eras River Channel, Mosher and 

Potter Creeks will occur as time 

permits, but before it rains.  

The District appreciates your 

cooperation and assistance  during this year’s water supply 

operations.  
 

Updates to this schedule will be posted online at, sewd.net. 

Bellota Weir 

 

2018/2019 Fall Winter 

SEWD SOLAR UPDATE 
 

Stockton East Water District has been 

working with a private company 

through a power purchase agreement 

to install 2.2 megawatts of high-

performance solar panels on the Dis-

trict’s property. The project will allow 

the District to save on electrical costs 

without any upfront costs. The      

electricity generated would be used 

by the District’s equipment that con-

sumes the most power. The solar 

system is expected to generate 

enough energy to offset approximate-

ly 50 percent of all electricity used at 

the District. That same amount of  

electricity can power 650 Californian 

homes each year!  

Currently, the solar project is under 

construction and is expected to be up 

and running by late Fall. The system 

will save more than $9.5 million in 

energy costs over the next 20 years. 

The pictures below show the project 

in progress. 

Unimpaired Flow Criteria 

This term “unimpaired flow criteria” could soon 

become a very bad “word” amongst the agricul-

tural community. The State Water Board de-

fines unimpaired flow as “the river flow that 

would occur if all runoff from the watershed 

remained in the river, without storage or 

diversion.” I am quite sure I was not alive the 

last time the local rivers met this criteria. That 

said, the State is considering increasing this 

requirement from a current 30% flow to as 

much as 40-50% unimpaired flows. This would 

mean that New Melones Reservoir and New 

Hogan Reservoir would be empty in almost 

every year. I don’t think I need to tell you what 

kind of impact this would have on the agricul-

tural community as well as the local economy. 

The District has been engaged in this effort via 

several means and needs our agricultural  

community and citizens of the watershed to get 

involved in the fight!  

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act  

(SGMA) 

As you may recall, the District is part of an organization called the 

Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority. This group includes all 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) participants within the   

Eastern San Joaquin groundwater basin and our collective mission is 

to write the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) as required by the 

Act. The GSP is the key to the success of groundwater management in 

that it will determine how the groundwater basin will be managed and 

report our success to the Department of Water Resources. This plan 

will estimate how much water is pumped from the basin and will also 

estimate how much water enters the basin to recharge it each year. 

Our task will be to find a way to balance those two numbers and prove 

to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) that our basin is sustain-

able. Simply put, the GSP will determine how your groundwater will be 

managed and what projects the District will have to pay for to 

ensure its sustainability in the future.    

The Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Basin Authority meets each 

month on the second Tuesday and the meetings are held at the Robert 

J. Cabral Agricultural Center at 4:00 p.m. I encourage you to attend 

some of these meetings and be aware of what is happening to your 

groundwater!  
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CONTACT US 

The District establishes the water rate for the 

then current calendar year in accordance with 

Sections 9 to 9.4 of the District Act. This year, 

the Board approved adoption of District Ordi-

nance No. 44, Establishing the Water Rates for 

Calendar Year 2018. For quick reference, the  

Water Rates are listed below and are also 

available online at www.sewd.net.  

 AG Groundwater Assessment is $5.23/per 
acre-foot of water;  

 AG Surface Water Rate is $23.00/per acre
-foot of water;  

 Domestic Groundwater Assessment is 
$44.00/per Domestic Use Unit (occupied 
or not);  

 Out-of-District Water Rate is $100.00/per 
acre-foot of water (from New Hogan or 
from New Melones pursuant to SEWD 
CVP    Contract);  

 Total Municipal Groundwater Assessment 
(M&I) Rate is $325.92/per acre-foot of 
water ($3.60 base Groundwater Produc-
tion      Assessment plus the $322.32 Rate 
Equalization); 

District Ordinance No. 44 
Adopted by the Board, 04/03/18 

When the SAWS Water Education Program visited Mrs. Steyer’s second 
grade class at George W. Bush Elementary in September, students 
learned how gravity and machines work together to move water in both the 
natural and the built water cycle. During the hands-on activity “Tower and 

House,” students use siphon pumps to demonstrate 
water traveling from the water tower to our homes. 

The Stockton East Water District is a member of the 
Stockton Area Water Suppliers (SAWS), an alliance 
of Stockton area water agencies that includes the City 
of Stockton, San Joaquin County, California Water 
Service Company and SEWD. SAWS sponsors a  
variety of community outreach efforts, including seven 
standards-based, in-class water education programs, 
special events and after school presentations and   
facility tours. Any school with a Stockton address is 
eligible for this fun, free, educational program.  

HEALTH & WELLNESS INITIATIVE GRANT 

“The Struggle is Real” 
 

Stockton East Water District was awarded a 

$1,600 Wellness Grant by ACWA/JPIA on July 

12, 2017, for our application submission, The 

Struggle is Real. In partnership with Anthem 

Blue Cross, ACWA/JPIA extended the oppor-

tunity to obtain a Wellness Grant to all of its 

members; Stockton East Water District was 1 

of roughly 50 Districts awarded. Our 2017 

plans for the Health & Wellness Program have 

begun to take shape & our employees are 

excited! The District’s goal is to continue edu-

cating, promoting & enhancing the importance 

of maintaining a healthy lifestyle for our em-

ployees while at home and at work. The Pro-

gram funding will assist the District in provid-

ing education & incentive to our employees to 

create a work culture that is supportive of Dis-

trict employee’s lifestyle goals. No matter what 

the issue, we know that The Struggle is Real! 
Progress Bills. In accordance with the District Act, the 2018 Progress Bill payment is due on 

or before October 31st, 2018. Penalties will apply if not paid by this date. Please note, the only 

acceptable forms of payment are check or cash. Please contact Finance Department 

Staff, Rhonda Luke-Olvera, Accounts Receivable, if you need further assistance                    

by calling (209) 444-3112. 

Questions About Your Bill? 
 

Questions? SEWD’s website is 

here to help! Visit www.sewd.net, 

click the “Resources” tab to view 

the “Explanation of Invoices &  

Owner’s Water Use Statement”  

page.  
 

As always, we are here to help. Please 

contact Finance Department Staff, Rhon-

da Luke-Olvera, Accounts Receivable, 

for assistance with your bill, (209) 444-

3112. 

“Our Mission is to ensure proper management of our groundwater basin and provide  
supplemental surface water supplies” 

California Irrigation Management Information  

System (CIMIS) 

A real time irrigation scheduling tool is on our website for 

your use! Visit www.sewd.net and click on the Agricultural 

tab, then CIMIS to utilize this tool for your irrigation needs. 

 Water Quality 

To view the latest  

Water Quality report, 

or if you have any 

questions, please refer 

to the District’s website 

at www.sewd.net. Click 

on the Resources tab, then the Water 

Quality link for more information! 

(209) 948-0333 Administration 

(209) 948-0537 Treatment Plant 

(209) 469-3335 Ag Water Order 

(209) 948-0423 Fax 

www.sewd.net District Website 

sewd@sewd.net District Email 


