
AG WATER REPORT 

The District establishes the water 

rate for the then current calendar 

year in accordance with Sections 9 to 

9.4 of the District Act. This year, the 

Board approved adoption of District 

Ordinance No. 42, Revising the Wa-

ter Rates for Calendar Year 2016. 

For quick reference the  Water Rates 

are listed below and are available 

online at, www.sewd.net.  

 AG Groundwater Rate is 

$5.06/per acre-foot of water;  

 AG Surface Water Rate is 

$23.00/per acre-foot of water;  

 Domestic Groundwater As-

sessment is $43.00/per Do-

mestic Use Unit (occupied or 

not);  

 Out-of-District Water Rate is 

$58.04/per acre-foot of water 

(from New Hogan or from New 

Melones pursuant to SEWD 

CVP Contract);  

 Total Municipal Groundwater 

Assessment (M&I) Rate is 

$333.58/per acre-foot of wa-

ter. ($3.60 base Groundwater 

Production Assessment plus 

the $329.98 Rate Equaliza-

tion);  

 Out-of-District Water Rate 

from other sources is (the cost 
of water designated under the 
purchase contract PLUS the 
New Melones Conveyance 
System Wheeling Rate of 
$35.04/per acre-foot of water).   
     

                    District Ordinance No. 42 
           Adopted by the Board, 05/31/16    

Diversion Dams Preliminary Removal 

schedule leading up to the end of the 2016 

Irrigation season is as follows.  
 

Releases from New Hogan Reservoir to the 

Calaveras River will be reduced to 25-cfs 

starting October 14
th

. Calaveras River flow 

will remain at 25 cfs and adjusted as neces-

sary for the Water Treatment Plant needs. 

Removal of diversion dams from Old Calav-

eras River Channel, Mosher and Potter 

Creeks will occur as time permits, but be-

fore it rains.  
 

The District ap-

preciates your 

cooperation & 

assistance in our 

water supply  

operations. 
 
 

Updates to this 
schedule will be  
posted online, 
 

www.sewd.net 

2017 WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK  
I GUESS THERE IS GOOD AND BAD NEWS REGARDING THIS TOPIC  

 

New Hogan Reservoir is projected to only be at around 75,000 acre-feet of water at the end of 

this irrigation season, but that is 46,000 acre-feet more than it had one year ago. The District was 

able to provide a normal irrigation season this year and is hopeful that we will have a good winter 

and can provide a normal irrigation season again next year. 

New Melones Reservoir is currently at 540,842 acre-feet as compared to 282,231 acre-feet at 

this time last year. This sounds like good news, and it is, however the District has no control over 

what the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) will do with this Reservoir’s water supply between 

now and next spring. The USBR allocated no surface water for Eastside Central Valley Project 

Contractors (Stockton East Water District & Central San Joaquin Water Conservation District) for 

2015 & 2016, but we are hopeful a good wet winter will change that trend! 

Here’s to hoping for an extremely wet winter!!!  

Unimpaired Flow  

Criteria 

The term “unimpaired flow criteria” 

could soon become a very bad 

“word” amongst the agricultural com-

munity.  

The State Water Resource  Control 

Board (SWRCB) defines unim-

paired flow as “the river flow that 

would occur if all runoff from the 

watershed remained in the river, 

without storage or diversion.”   

It has been quite some time since the 

local watersheds met this criteria. 

That said, the SWRCB is considering 

increasing the unimpaired flow re-

quirement from a current thirty per-

cent (30%), to as much as forty — 

fifty percent (40-50%). This would 

mean that New Melones Reservoir 

(not to mention others) would be 

empty almost every year. It goes 

without saying, what kind of impact 

this would have on the agricultural 

community as well as the local econ-

omy. The District will be watching for 

any updates regarding this new crite-

ria which is to be released by the 

State; and, we will do all we can to 

oppose it! 

 OCTOBER 14th - New Hogan 

Reservoir releases will be re-

duced down to 25 cfs. 

 OCTOBER 18th - Irrigation 

season ends. Bellota Weir will 

be removed and the 2-foot 

winter weir and fish ladder will 

be installed. Diversion dam 

drainage will start upstream 

on Mormon Slough and Potter 

Creek, then the Old Calav-

eras River and Mosher 

Slough.  

 OCTOBER 24th - Dam re-

moval will be completed on 

Mormon Slough. Removal on 

Calaveras River, Mosher 

Slough, and Potter Creek will 

continue.  Bellota Weir 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act  

(SGMA) 
 

As you may remember, this topic was discussed in our previous newsletter in that our 

Board of Directors approved the decision that the District would file to become a Ground-

water Sustainability Agency (GSA). This step was executed and the District has been in 

negotiations with other agencies within our County, to establish boundary lines that each 

agency will respect with regards to management authority. The process has been going 

well and we expect that by the time you read this newsletter we will have reached agree-

ment with those agencies that have interests within our District. 

 

The next step in the process will be the toughest phase; complying with the SGMA Law. 

All parties must come to an agreement on a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for 

the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Basin that the Department of Water Resources 

(DWR) will accept. This Plan will detail our existing position, with regards to groundwater 

sustainability, and how we intend to achieve or maintain sustainability. This may prove to 

be an arduous task as not all agencies view groundwater sustainability the same way. 

The District will continue its due diligence in looking after the best interests for all of our 

customers. 

2016 Pre l iminary Dam Removal  Schedule  



Fire Station No. 3 Visits SEWD 
 

The Hazardous Materials Response Team from Stockton’s Fire Station No. 3 visited the 
Stockton East Water District on July 21, 2016. This was an educational visit for the Fire 
Station, giving them the opportunity to tour the entire Water Treatment Plant and ask 
questions about the chemicals stored onsite and potential dangers the District and its em-
ployees may encounter.  

This visit provided clarity of the responding roles of employees and the Fire Station during 
an emergency situation. The District plans to set-up an emergency response drill with Fire  
Station No. 3 for hands-on practice in the event of an emergency. In the picture below (on 
the right), Chief Plant Operator, Mark Wellsfry & Fire Station No. 3, Hazardous Material 
Response Team, looking out over the Tank Farm. 
 

The Stockton East Water District is a member of the Stockton Area Water Suppliers 

(SAWS), an alliance of Stockton area water agencies which include the City of Stockton, 

San Joaquin County, California Water Service Company and SEWD.  SAWS sponsors a 

variety of community outreach efforts, including seven standards-based, in-class water edu-

cation programs, special event and after school presentations and facility tours. Any school 

with a Stockton address is eligible for this fun, free, educational program.  

 

In the picture to the right, Mr. Nielsen’s second graders par-

ticipated in a hands-on activity that demonstrates how gravity 

plays a part in water moving through natural and man-made 

conveyance systems during a presentation of “H2O to Go!” at 

Sutherland Elementary School located in Stockton. To learn 

more about the SAWS Water Education Program, visit 

SEWD’s web page at www.sewd.net and click on “Water 

Conservation Education.” 
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Progress Bills. In accordance with the District Act, the 2016 Progress Bill is 

due on or before October 31st, 2016. Penalties could apply if paid after this due 

date. Please contact Finance Department Staff Rhonda Luke-Olvera, Accounts Re-

ceivable for assistance by calling (209) 444-3112. 

“Our Mission is to ensure proper management of our groundwater basin and provide  
supplemental surface water supplies” 

District Staff 

HEALTH & WELLNESS          
INITIATIVE GRANT 

“The Struggle is Real” 

 
 
Stockton East Water District was awarded a 
$1,600.00 Wellness Grant by ACWA/JPIA on 
June 20, 2016, for our application named 
The Struggle is Real. In partnership with An-
them Blue Cross, ACWA/JPIA extended the 
opportunity to obtain a Wellness Grant to all 
of its members; Stockton East Water District 
was 1 of roughly 50 Districts to obtain Grant 
Funding. The plans associated with the 
health and wellness program have already 
began to take shape and our employees are 
excited! The District’s goal is to continue 
educating; promoting and enhancing the 
value of maintaining a healthy lifestyle for our 
employees while at home and at work. The 
Grant funding will assist the District in provid-
ing education and incentive to our employees 
to create a work culture that is supportive of 
District employee’s lifestyle goals. No matter 
what the issue, we know that the struggle is 
real!    

Contact Us 

New Explanation of  

Invoices & Owner’s Water Use 

Statement Tab! 
 

We are proud to 

present SEWD’s new 

and improved Expla-

nation of Invoices  & Owner’s Water 

use Statement Tab on SEWD’s web-

site!  Visit sewd.net, click the 

“Resources” tab to view the 

“Explanation of Invoices & Owner’s 

Water Use Statement” page.  

 

This new and improved page will give 

you everything there is to know about 

SEWD’s billing process, current Water 

Rates, example of a completed Own-

er’s Water Use Statement and the 

District Act. As always, we are here to 

help. Please contact Finance Depart-

ment Staff Rhonda Luke-Olvera, Ac-

counts Receivable for assistance by 

calling (209) 444-3112. 

(above) Fire Station No. 3, Hazard-
ous Materials Response Team, 
watching the process of a Chlorine 
Tank change. 


