
AG WATER REPORT  

 

 

When the Reclamation Act of 1902 was enacted, 

the primary goal of the Reclamation program was 

to develop the arid West by promoting farming 

opportunities for families and limiting speculation 

on land that would benefit from the introduction of 

irrigated agriculture. 

 

In response to a lawsuit against the Federal gov-

ernment in the 1970's alleging improper acreage 

limitation administration, Congress passed Public 

Law 97-293, which President Reagan signed into 

law on October 12, 1982 - Title II of Public Law 97-

293 is known as the Reclamation Reform Act of 

1982 (RRA).  

 

The concept of acreage limitation provisions with 

regard to Reclamation irrigation water means the 

ownership limitations and pricing restrictions speci-

fied in Federal reclamation law, including but not 

limited to certain provisions in the RRA. 

 

All SEWD irrigators must comply with RRA require-

ments. Additional information can be obtained at: 

http://www.usbr.gov/rra/index.html 

2016 Water Supply Outlook  
 

NEW HOGAN RESERVOIR: 

As of February 21, 2016, New Hogan Reservoir contains 80,346 acre-feet of water. This 

total is slightly better than when we began the water year in 2015 (at approximately 65,000 

acre-feet) and keeps our optimism cautiously elevated. While the District continues to hope 

for a continued wet winter we feel we must give you, our customer, some idea of what you 

can plan for. The District feels comfortable, at this point, in planning for five (5) separate ten 

(10) day irrigations throughout the entire system beginning with the month of May through 

September. Here’s to hoping we continue to receive rain and can deliver a normal irrigation 

season.    

NEW MELONES RESERVOIR: 

The news isn’t so cheerful when looking at the reservoir totals in New Melones Reservoir. 

The reservoir is currently holding 442,471 acre-feet with a good amount of snow waiting to 

melt and replenish the reservoir. While this sounds encouraging, we have to remember that 

other interests have rights to the first 600,000 acre-feet of water not including environmental 

interests. At this point in time, the District anticipates receiving no water allocation from New 

Melones Reservoir in 2016.     

 

 

One of the most important functions Stockton 

East Water District has conducted for decades in 

support of our mission (to ensure proper manage-

ment of our groundwater basin and provide sup-

plemental surface water supplies) is water re-

sources planning.  Our planning efforts include 

the Farmington Groundwater Recharge Pilot Pro-

ject built in 2003.  In the 13 years since this Pilot 

Project started, it has recharged about 57,000 

acre-feet of surface water for storage under-

ground.  This recharge site replenishes the under-

ground water basin and stores water for use dur-

ing dry years.  The drought of 2011-15 is the first 

time this water resource was tapped into for treat-

ment and delivery. In 2015, the District extracted 

about 6,000 acre-feet, achieving the vision and 

purpose for the Recharge Pilot Project.  The Dis-

trict continues to plan and develop water re-

sources, as well as storage and extraction facilities 

to serve the Stockton and Eastern San Joaquin 

County for many decades to come.   

AG WATER ORDER PROGRAM 
Mandatory Notification 

The success of the 2016 irrigation 
season can be a reality if the 
District and irrigators work 
coherently throughout the 
irrigation season (May through 
September). District staff will 
operate the irrigation system 
diligently to provide irrigation 
water orders. Equally, irrigators 
need to provide their water order 
48-hours in advance of irrigating 
per the Mandatory Water Order 
Program.  

Staff will be operating the creek 
distribution system as efficiently 
as possible, attempting to capture 
every drop we release from New 
Hogan Reservoir. Mandatory 
notification is required for any 
persons diverting surface water 
provided by the District per 
Revised Rule No. 120 adopted by 
the Board of Directors on June 24, 
2014. Further, the Revised Rule 
No. 120 outlines District action of 
irrigator notification failure. As a 
result, and to work together, staff 
will be using pump stickers 
(below)  as a tool to communicate 
with irrigators. Together, this 
irrigation 
season will be 
a success if we 
work together.  

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act  (SGMA) Update 

SGMA is now in full effect! Discussions on “WHO” will be responsible to make sure “HOW” groundwater will be 

managed sustainably have been the topics in meetings all over the County.  SGMA law allows certain local 

entities to manage its portion of the groundwater basin.  An entity who files with the California Department of 

Water Resources (DWR) to become the management entity for its area is the “Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency” (GSA).  Within a groundwater basin, there could be one or multiple GSAs.  Multiple GSAs need to 

have an agreement in place to manage the groundwater basin in a coordinated effort.  Also under SGMA, the 

GSAs need to develop “Groundwater Sustainability Plans” (GSPs) to evaluate and monitor the groundwater 

conditions.  GSPs will be focused on the management and use of groundwater in a manner that minimize the 

following 6 undesirable results: 

1. Chronic lowering of groundwater levels                   4. Degradation of water quality 

2.  Reduction of groundwater storage            5. Land subsidence 

3.  Seawater intrusion          6. Depletion of interconnected surface water  

DWR is in the process of developing GSP regulations on methods to determine sustainability of a groundwater 

basin and data needed to evaluate the undesirable results.  Draft regulations are expected to be issued begin-

ning in February. 

Reclamat ion Reform Act  Groundwater   

Management  

Contingent on weather condi-
tions and water availability, 
irrigation season is tentatively 
scheduled to begin on May 1, 
2016.  

 April 15th - Bellota 2-foot 
weir & fish ladder removed, 
and 8-foot Bellota Weir 
installed.  

 April 18th—22nd  - Dam in-
stallation starting upstream  
to downstream on Mormon 
Slough and Potter Creek. 

 April 25th—29th  -   Dam 
installation starting up-
stream to downstream on 
the Old Calaveras River 
and Mosher Slough.  

 May 1st - Dam installation 
and system filling com-
plete.  

For updates, please visit the 
District website at 

www.sewd.net  

2016 Pre l im inary Dam 

Insta l la t ion  

 

New  

Hogan  

Reservoir 



DISTRICT LAUNCHES  
REDESIGNED WEBSITE 

MARCH 1st   

Stockton East Water District is 
excited to announce the release 
of our newly redesigned web-
site. The new site offers a fresh 
new look and easier navigation.  
We are now using a responsive 
design which means you’ll find 
the same information and essen-
tially the same look whether 
you’re using your desktop, tab-
let or smart phone!  We wel-
come your feedback as we 
continue to work 
on improving the 
experience of our 
users and custom-
ers! 

SEWD IS  

GOING SOLAR  

SunEdison to Save SEWD More than $9.5 Million 

SunEdison, Inc. has signed a solar power purchase agreement with Stockton East 
Water District (SEWD). SunEdison plans to install 2.2 megawatts of high-performance 
solar panels on the District’s property. By going solar, the District expects to save 
more than $9.5 million on energy costs over the next 20 years.  

“With no upfront costs and savings starting from day one, we couldn’t be happier with 
our SunEdison solar power purchase agreement,’’ said Scot A. Moody, SEWD Gen-
eral Manager. This is a great example of how we’re looking at new initiatives to save 
money and be good stewards of the environment.”  

The solar systems are expected to generate enough energy to offset approximately 

50 percent of all electricity used at the District. That same amount of electricity can 

power 650 Californian homes a year. The systems also avoid more than 50 million 

pounds of carbon dioxide emissions over 20 years, the same as taking almost 5,000 

cars off the road. 

Students Tour Dr. Joe Waidhofer  

Water Treatment Plant 
 

The Stockton East Water District is a member of the Stockton Area Water Suppliers 

(SAWS), an alliance of Stockton area water agencies that includes the City of Stockton, 

San Joaquin County, California Water Service Company and the Stockton East Water Dis-

trict (SEWD). SAWS sponsors a variety of community outreach efforts, including classroom/

after school/event presentations, water education assemblies, and tours of the Dr. Joe 

Waidhofer Drinking Water Treatment Plant in Stockton.   

Below, SEWD Water Treatment Plant Manager 

Jim Wunderlich explains the water filtering process 

to a group of fifth grade students on a recent water 

treatment plant tour.   

To learn more about the SAWS Water  Conserva-

tion Education Program, visit SEWD’s website at, 

www.sewd.net and click on the  “Water Conserva-

tion Education Program” tab. 

 
 

 

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

Scot A. Moody, General Manager 

Kelly Stephens, Administrative Services Manager 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

Charles Naray, Finance Director 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Michael D. Johnson, Assistant General Manager 

Jim Wunderlich, Water Treatment Plant Manager 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

Cathy Lee, District Engineer 

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 

Andres Lozano, Water Supply Manager 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

John Vernier, Maintenance Supervisor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(209) 948-0333        Administration  

(209) 948-0537     Treatment Plant  

(209) 469-3335  Ag Water Order 

(209) 948-0423                          Fax  

www.sewd.net                     Website 

sewd@sewd.net        General Email 

 

 

6767 East Main Street 

Stockton, CA 95215 

Post Office Box 5157    

Stockton, CA 95205 “Our Mission is to ensure proper management of our groundwater basin and                  

provide supplemental surface water supplies” 

District Staff 

2015 FINAL BILLLING  Q&A   
 
On or before April 15th of each year, at a meeting 

open to the public, the Board of Directors reviews 

all water assessments and determines the rates 

for the then current year.   

The 2015 Ag groundwater rate is $5.05 per AF; 

the Ag surface water rate is $23.00 per AF; the 

domestic assessment is $42.50 per unit 

(occupied or not); out-of-district water rate is 

$57.98 AF; and the M&I rate is $226.58 ($3.60 

for groundwater production assessment and 

$222.98 for the rate equalization).  
 

District Ordinance No. 40 
Adopted by the Board, 04/14/15    

Contact Us 

The Board of Directors meet every 

Tuesday at Noon at  the  

Stockton East Water District  

Administration Building 

 

DIVISION 1 - Richard Atkins 

DIVISION 2 - Andrew Watkins 

DIVISION 3 - Alvin Cortopassi 

DIVISION 4 - Melvin Panizza 

DIVISION 5 - Paul Sanguinetti,              

                      President    

DIVISION 6 - Loralee McGaughey 

DIVISION 7 - Thomas McGurk,  

             Vice President 

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS  

In 1997 the District implemented a voluntary 

Aerial Spraying Notification Program.  Aerial 

spraying around the District’s water treat-

ment plant, Lower Farmington Canal, Upper 

Farmington Canal and natural creeks is of 

concern to the District.  If you use an aerial 

spraying company which applies chemicals to 

Agriculture/Irrigation Pump Testing  

Free Pump & Irrigation Efficiency Tests for Agriculture 

Water Irrigators. If you’re interested in saving both 

water & energy this year on your Agricultural 

irrigation, contact Ed Morley, SEWD Water Quality 

Control Analyst at (209) 948 -0537 to take advantage 

of this Program and schedule your test today! Funding 

is limited.  

Aerial Spraying  

Notification Program 

treat your crops around these areas, please remind 

the company to contact the District at least 24-

hours in advance of spraying at (209) 948-0537 and 

provide the following information: parcel to be 

sprayed, chemical to be sprayed, time to be 

sprayed, material safety data sheet and contact 

information (name & phone number). 

http://dev.brightoncollege.edu/contact/
http://www.sunedison.com/

