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 THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT WAS HELD AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

6767 EAST MAIN STREET, STOCKTON, CA 

ON TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 2021 AT 12:30 P.M. 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL

President Watkins called the regular meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. and Director McGaughey led

the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present at roll call at the District were Directors Atkins, Cortopassi, McGaughey, McGurk,

Panizza, Sanguinetti and Watkins. Also present were Manager Moody, Assistant Manager

Hopkins, Finance Director Vega, Administrative Services Manager Carido, Administrative

Assistant Curtis, Legal Counsel Zolezzi and Consultant Barkett.

B. CONSENT CALENDAR (None)

C. PUBLIC COMMENT (None)

D. SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS AND AGENDA ITEMS

1. Minutes 06/08/21 Regular Meeting

Manager Moody made the following corrections to the minutes:

 Page 3, section D-4a, 3rd paragraph, 1st sentence – strike “comments will be put before

the Board” and add “Board was provided the comments via a handout and would

review them”.

 Page 3, section E-1, 1st paragraph, 4th sentence – add “Manager Moody pointed out the

areas on a map to those in the room and the areas include the east and south sides of

CSJWCD and northwest corner of the County.”

A motion was moved and seconded to approve the June 8, 2021 Regular Board Meeting 

Minutes, as amended.    

Roll Call: 

Ayes: Atkins, Cortopassi, McGaughey, McGurk, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins 

Nayes: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None 

2. Warrants – California Public Employees’ Retirement System

A motion was moved and seconded to approve the June 15, 2021 Warrants – California Public

Employees’ Retirement System, as presented.

Roll Call:

Ayes: Atkins, Cortopassi, McGaughey, McGurk, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins

Nayes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
DRAFT
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3. Resolution No. 21-22-05 – Adopting Appropriations Limit for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 

Manager Moody provided the Board with Resolution No. 21-22-05 – Adopting 

Appropriations Limit for Fiscal Year 2021-2022. Finance Director Vega reported the 

information was circulated publicly as required and the appropriation limits must be adopted 

by resolution of the Board.  

 

A motion was moved and seconded to approve Adopting Appropriations Limit for Fiscal Year 

2021-2022, as presented.   

Roll Call: 

Ayes: Atkins, Cortopassi, McGaughey, McGurk, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins 

Nayes: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None 

 

4. Stockton East Water District – New Melones Shutdown Memo, 06/15/21 

Manager Moody provided the Board with a memo on the New Melones shutdown. Manager 

Moody reported the District has budgeted projects that need to be completed, but can only be 

done while the system is down and the canals are empty. Staff estimates ~8 weeks for 

shutdown to complete the projects. Assistant Manager Hopkins reported the shutdown would 

take place at the end of the current irrigation season.  

 

President Watkins inquired if the projects could still happen if it rains. Manager Moody replied 

no. President Watkins inquired if the only project with an outside contractor is the Tunnel 

Outlet Meter. Manager Moody replied yes.  

 

Director Cortopassi inquired on the Whittle Ranch Crossing project. Manager Moody replied 

that is the 3rd crossing, the first two have been completed.  

 

Consensus of the Board was to move forward with the planned 8-week shutdown at the end 

of the irrigation season.  

 

5. Stockton East Water District – Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budgeted Vehicle Purchase Memo, 

06/15/21 

Manager Moody provided the Board with a memo on a Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budgeted 

Vehicle Purchase. Manager Moody reported this request is different than normal, these 

vehicles are not replacing anything, they are adding to the fleet to prepare for the possible 

consolidation with Central as the District will take on two of their employees.   

 

Manager Moody reported instead of going with the ¾ ton trucks with a service body, staff is 

recommending the ½ ton trucks, hoping this will help bring the cost down for tires, over the 

course of the life of the truck.  

 

Director Sanguinetti inquired if $55,000 is enough to purchase two vehicles. Assistant 

Manager Hopkins replied that the budgeted amount is $55,000, but the total for the vehicles 

is $63,486.92. 

 DRAFT
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Director Atkins inquired if staff looked into a smaller pickup, as they will just be used for 

driving and not need a full service body. Assistant Manager Hopkins replied that those trucks 

were researched and there was not enough of a cost savings to go with a smaller vehicle.  

 

A motion was moved and seconded to approve purchasing two new trucks for $63,486.92, 

plus a 5% contingency for a total not to exceed $66,661.27, as presented.   

Roll Call: 

Ayes: Atkins, Cortopassi, McGaughey, McGurk, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins 

Nayes: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None 

 

President Watkins inquired on the purchase of the new District van that was approved last 

fiscal year. Assistant Manager Hopkins replied once the purchase was approved, there was 

not enough time to order and receive the vehicle before the end of the fiscal year.  

 

Director Sanguinetti inquired on the lead time of the two new trucks. Manager Moody 

replied that staff has been advised it will be 32 weeks or less.  

 

6. Stockton East Water District – High Service Pump Station SCADA Integration Memo, 

06/15/21 

Manager Moody provided the Board with a memo on High Service Pump Station SCADA 

Integration. Manager Moody reported each year the District selects a system to be 

incorporated with the SCADA system. For fiscal year 2021/2022, the High Service Pump 

Station (HSPS) will be added.  

 

Director Atkins inquired if this system is hooked up to the internet. Manager Moody replied 

not currently, that will have to be addressed at a later time and staff will have to do thorough 

research in regards to cybersecurity issues. Director Sanguinetti added that he would like to 

see the system isolated, so it cannot be controlled from the outside or be vulnerable to a cyber-

attack.  

 

Director Cortopassi inquired if there is hardware involved in this cost for approval. Assistant 

Manager Hopkins replied yes, there is ~$135,000 worth of materials included in the cost.  

 

Manager Moody reported he has been very impressed with Control Point Engineering. They 

meet with staff on a regular basis and District staff has the final say of what the screens will 

look like and what the fail safes are, etc.  

 

A motion was moved and seconded to award a Professional Services Agreement with Control 

Point Engineering for High Service Pump Station SCADA integration in the amount of 

$539,437, plus a 10% contingency, in a total amount of $593,380, as presented.   

Roll Call: 

Ayes: Atkins, Cortopassi, McGaughey, McGurk, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins 

Nayes: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None 
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E. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1. Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority Joint Exercise of Powers Authority Meeting, 

06/09/21 

Directors Panizza and Watkins and Manager Moody attended the June 9, 2021 Eastern San 

Joaquin Groundwater Authority Joint Exercise of Powers Authority Meeting. Director 

Panizza reported the March 10, 2021 minutes and fiscal year 2021/2022 budget were 

approved. The Board agreed to the budget with the theory that most of the expenditures for 

projects would be paid by individual GSAs. That would bring SEWD’s annual cost to 

$36,090. The Board approved a resolution that rescinded the existing resolution in regards to 

the Secretary of the GWA being allowed to approve and execute expenditures and contracts 

within the limitations of the existing budget. Director Panizza reported there was a lengthy 

discussion from County staff and DWR over the status of approving plans that have been 

submitted. Manager Moody reported there was discussion about the 7 undesirable results, 

during the ACWA Groundwater Committee Meeting that Assistant Manager Hopkins 

attended. DWR made another comment that there would be issues with areas that fell into the 

undesirable results category, the hole in this basin being one area that would be considered to 

have undesirable results. Manager Moody reported staff will continue discussions with 

landowners in the north along the Calaveras about serving surface water. Director McGurk 

inquired if the hole in the basin was specifically called out during the meeting. Manager 

Moody replied undesirable results in general were discussed. Legal Counsel Zolezzi added 

that at this point it would only be DWRs opinion on undesirable results and not law. Director 

Cortopassi inquired on line item 5 of the agenda, inquiring on the FIROMAR concept. 

Manager Moody replied this is the examination of the flood control curve of New Hogan and 

using more reliable data to see if the flood control curve can be adjusted. Legal Counsel 

Zolezzi added this is real time operations. President Watkins reported that DWR approved the 

plans for the Santa Cruz Mid-County Basin in Santa Cruz County and the 180/400 Foot 

Aquifer Subbasin in Monterey County. The next meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2021. 

 

2. San Joaquin County & Delta Water Quality Coalition Meeting, 06/14/21 

Director Atkins attended the June 14, 2021 San Joaquin County & Delta Water Quality 

Coalition Meeting. Director Atkins reported there was discussion on the difficulties getting 

down Mormon Slough on Jack Tone Road. They are looking for safer areas to take samples 

from. The next meeting has been tentatively scheduled for July 12, 2021. 

 

F. REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER 

1. Water Supply Report as of 06/14/21 

Manager Moody provided a handout of the Water Supply Report for information only that 

included storage, release, and production data collected from various sources as of midnight 

last night.   

 

There is 131,336 AF in storage at New Hogan Reservoir. Current releases are set at 211 cfs. 

Current release at Goodwin Dam to Stanislaus River are set at 1,502 cfs and release to all 

water users are set at 191 cfs. There are 14 irrigator(s) on New Hogan, 5 irrigator(s) on New 

Melones and 0 Out-of-District irrigator(s). The water treatment plant is currently processing 

32 mgd. The City of Stockton is currently processing 20 mgd.  

 

2. Information Items: 

Manager Moody noted items: F2a-1, F2a-2, F2a-3 and F2a-4.  

DRAFT
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3. Report on General Manager Activities 

a. Stockton East Water District Activities Update 

Manager Moody reported the extra solar panels that were being stored onsite were stolen. 

This has been reported to the Sheriff’s office. 

 

Manager Moody reported staff will be reaching out to Committee members to schedule a 

couple meetings. Central is requesting an Ad Hoc Committee meeting be scheduled and 

staff would also like to schedule an Ad Hoc meeting with the Bellota Fish Screen 

Committee.  

 

G. DIRECTOR REPORTS (None) 

 

H. COMMUNICATIONS (None) 

 

I. AGENDA PLANNING/UPCOMING EVENTS  

1. San Joaquin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Advisory Water 

Commission Meeting, 1:00 p.m., 06/16/21  

 

2. ACWA State Legislative Committee Meeting, 10:00 a.m., 06/18/21 

 

3. Central Valley Project Water Association – Executive & Financial Affairs Committee, 10:00 

a.m., 06/18/21 

 

4. Eastern Water Alliance Meeting, 1:00 p.m., 06/21/21 

 

J. REPORT OF THE COUNSEL 

1. Closed Session - Existing Litigation 

Stockton East Water District vs. City of Stockton, et al. 

Government Code 54956.9 (a) 

 

2. Closed Session - Potential Litigation  

Government Code 54956.9 (c) – one case 

 

President Watkins adjourned the meeting to closed session at 1:06 p.m. to discuss closed session 

agenda items. The regular meeting reconvened at 1:34 p.m., with no reportable action. 

 

K. ADJOURNMENT 

President Watkins adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Scot A. Moody 

Secretary of the Board 
 

tbc 
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Memorandum

To: Scot A. Moody – General Manager 

From: Justin Hopkins – Assistant General Manager 

Date: June 22, 2021 

Re: Vegetation Issues 

BACKGROUND 

The Stockton East Water District (District) has historically deferred the maintenance of 
vegetation within the Upper and Lower Farmington Canals. On February 25, 2020, the Board 
of Directors (Board) authorized staff to proceed with several pilot study activities to address 
the deferred vegetation maintenance. Beginning last water season, staff made notable 
progress towards the control of vegetation through use of livestock, spraying, mowing, and 
mechanical cleaning. Although staff’s effort was substantial and effective, large areas of the 
canals remain uncleaned due to lack of staffing.  

SUMMARY 

The areas of uncontrolled vegetative growth, mostly located below the canals’ water surface, 
have caused significant operational issues this water season. District customers are 
experiencing heavy aquatic vegetation loads, shown in Figure 1, in the Lower Farmington 
Canal, resulting in pump plugging, constant filter backwashing, and some growers deciding 
to stop taking surface water. Figure 2 shows the vegetation removed from the pump inlet of 
turnout LF-09. The decrease in surface water use is resulting in a proportional increase in 
groundwater use and is counterproductive to the District’s efforts to reach groundwater 
sustainability. 

District staff are also experiencing operational issues due to the aquatic vegetation growth. 
District impacts from the aquatic vegetation include overloading of self-cleaning trash racks, 
plugging of fixed trash racks, a conveyance capacity issues in the Lower Farmington Canal 
(LFC). Figure 3 shows heavy aquatic vegetation loading at the Escalon-Bellota Road 
traveling trash rack, which required equipment for cleaning; Figure 4 shows cleaning of 
plugged, fixed trash racks on the inlet of the siphons under the North Fork of Duck Creek; 
Figures 5 and 6 show the Lower Farmington Canal water surface elevations reaching the 
maximum level and the Rock Creek spillway and Van Vliet bridge.  

Agenda Item: D-3 
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Figure 1. Aquatic Vegetation Growth in Lower Farmington Canal 

  
Figure 2. Vegetation Removed from Plugged Pump 
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Figure 3. Vegetation Removed at Escalon-Bellota Road Trash Rack 

 
Figure 4. Cleaning Siphon Grates at North Fork of Duck Creek 
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Figure 5. LFC Water Surface Elevation Reaching Rock Creek Spill Level 

 
Figure 6. LFC Water Surface Elevation Reaching Van Vliet Bridge 
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NEXT STEPS 

District staff have discussed all the above issues and developed several proposed short-term 

and long-term solutions. 

 

Short Term 

Some corrective actions need to be taken immediately to allow for the continued use of 

surface water by District customers and to all the District to meet flow demands. 

• Chaining – The process of chaining involves the use of equipment to drag a large 

anchor chain down the canal. The heavy chain rides on the canal bottom and banks, 

dislodging most of the vegetation. Chaining is practiced by several other districts, 

including Henry Miller Reclamation District, Oakdale Irrigation District, and Turlock 

Irrigation District. 

The materials required for chaining are inexpensive and easy to obtain, with an 

estimated total capital cost of $4,500. The downside of chaining is the heavy 

vegetation load produced, the increased water turbidity, and damage to the canal 

banks. The chaining process also requires two tractors for towing the chain, a 

backhoe or excavator for removing the vegetation load at downstream siphons, and 

4 to 5 staff to operate the equipment and assist with disconnecting/reconnecting the 

chain to navigate past structures.  

• Aquatic Vegetation Rake (AVR) – The AVR is a new excavator implement (Figure 7) 

designed to remove vegetation from the water, roots included, while resulting in 

minimal soil disturbance. Staff have contacted several reference agencies across the 

United States that currently use the AVR and received all positive feedback. The AVR 

has a large capital cost of about $30,000, has an estimated 6-week lead time, and 

requires the rental of an excavator, but only requires one staff to operate. 

 
Figure 7. Aquatic Vegetation Rake 
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• Contractor Cleaning – Focusing on the most severe section of the LFC, between the 

LFC headworks at Farmington Dam and Highway 4, the District could hire a contractor 

to mechanically clean the LFC with excavators. Staff previously explored this option 

last year and received pricing of $2.25 per foot plus $1,000 for mobilization and 

demobilization. The approximate cost for a contractor to clean the 11,200 feet section 

of the LFC is $26,200. Although expensive, the cleaning will not require the dedication 

of any District staff. 

• Diving – If directed by the Board, the General Manager could deploy the District’s dive 

team to the customer turnouts severely impacted by the aquatic vegetation. The dive 

team is able to clean the turnout intakes and remove any obstructions preventing the 

water from being diverted from the canal. This option to clean turnouts with the dive 

team is only viable after the aquatic vegetation has been substantially removed.  

• Standard design details for pump screen retrofit – As directed by the Board, District 

staff are in the process of identifying, evaluating, and developing standard design 

details for customer-owned, self-cleaning, debris screens that may be retrofitted onto 

existing turnouts. Staff expects to present the Board with the findings at the June 29, 

2021, regular Board meeting. Unfortunately, the original design for LFC turnouts will 

not allow for installation of debris screens while the canal is full. 

 

Long Term 

In addition to a short-term corrective measure, the District needs to commit to a long term 

solution(s) to prevent future recurrence of the vegetation issues. 

• Turnout modifications – Systematically fund improvements to the District constructed 

turnouts in the LFC as time and staffing permits. The modifications would remove 

existing screens in the canal and install new canal structures for the mounting of an 

isolation gate. The isolation gate will allow customers to work on their turnouts while 

the LFC is active. 

• Aquatic herbicide application – The District has not historically used aquatic 

herbicides to treat vegetative growth in the canals. Staff is unfamiliar with the process 

and aware of potential implications to the water treatment plant, but can conduct some 

research and outreach to explore the feasibility of developing an aquatic herbicide 

program. Many other agencies with water treatment plants are able to apply aquatic 

herbicides like Earthtec or copper sulfate. 

• Mechanical cleaning program – The mechanical cleaning program would be the 

annual continuation of the selected short term solution used to clear the most severe 

section of the LFC. The long term impacts of chaining will most like require the 

recruitment of several additional staff. The long term impacts of purchasing an AVR 

or regular mechanical cleaning will result in an even greater need for an excavator 

and the need for one more staff. The long term impacts of using a contractor are much 

higher maintenance costs. If a contractor was used to clean just the LFC annually, 

the corresponding cost is estimated at $116,500. The Upper Farmington Canal (UFC) 

is an additional $88,750. 

• Continued traveling trash rack installations – Beginning in 2019, District staff 

developed a traveling trash rack installation program to be implemented over seven 

years. The program involves the systematic installation of traveling trash racks at 
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seven identified locations in the LFC and UFC at the rate of one per year. Continued 

funding in subsequent fiscal year budgets will provide for additional traveling trash 

rack installations, corresponding to an improvement in vegetation management and 

water quality. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends the Board authorize the General Manager to purchase an AVR for 

$30,000, plus a 10% contingency, for a total approved limit of $33,000 and to execute a 

contract for the mechanical cleaning of the LFC for $26,200, plus a 20% contingency, for a 

total contract amount of $31,440. The $64,440 is available within the New Melones General 

Maintenance budget of $195,000. 

 

Staff further recommends the Board consider approval of funds in the FY22-23 and 

subsequent budgets for the following long term goals: 

• Turnout Modifications 

• Excavator Purchase 

• Traveling Trash Rack Installations 

Additionally, staff will explore the feasibility of applying aquatic herbicides. 
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NOTICE OF INTENT 

TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE 

CADY RANCH WATER DISTRIBUTION PROJECT 

Notice is Hereby Given that an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) 
is available for public review for the Cady Ranch Water Distribution project described 
below pursuant to the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 
(Public Resources Code 21100, et seq.)  
 
Project Description and Location 
 
Fowler Brothers Farming, Inc., in cooperation with the Stockton East Water District 
(District), is proposing to install a new surface water diversion in order to utilize surface 
water, instead of groundwater, for irrigation purposes on the Cady Ranch property. The 
Project will consist of two new pumps next to the Calaveras River, a new agricultural 
holding pond, and approximately 4,900 feet of 27” diameter PVC pipe for the surface 
water conveyance.  
 
The proposed project is located on farm property approximately 1 ¾ miles south of 
State Route 26 and approximately 7 miles northeast of the unincorporated community of 
Linden in San Joaquin County, California.  
 
Document Review and Availability 
The public comment period will extend from May 13, 2021 to June 13, 2021.  Copies of 
the IS/MND are available for public review at the Stockton East Water District, 6767 
East Main Street, Stockton, CA 95215, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 
 
This IS/MND can also be reviewed and/or downloaded from the Stockton East Water 
District website at the following link:  www.sewd.net. 
 
During the public review period, written comments on the IS/MND may be provided to: 
 
Darrel Evensen, District Engineer  
Stockton East Water District 
6767 East Main Street 
Stockton, CA 95215 
devensen@sewd.net 
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The Draft Initial Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration was circulated for 
public comment from May 13th, 2021 to June 13th, 2021. No comments have been 
received by the District.   
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PROPOSED MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 

Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code 
 
 
1. Project Name:  Cady Ranch Water Distribution 
 
2. Description of Project:  Fowler Brothers Farming, Inc., in cooperation with the 

Stockton East Water District (District), is proposing to install a new surface water 
diversion in order to utilize surface water for irrigation purposes on the Cady Ranch 
property. The Project will consist of installing two new pumps next to the Calaveras 
River, a new agricultural holding pond, and approximately 4,900 feet of 27” diameter 
PVC pipe for the surface water conveyance.  
 

 
3. Project Location:  The proposed project is located on a farm property approximately 

1 ¾ miles south of State Route 26 and approximately 7 miles northeast of the 
unincorporated community of Linden in San Joaquin County, California.  

 
4. Date:   May 13, 2021 

5. Lead Agency:  Stockton East Water District 
 
6. Name and Address of Applicant:     Stockton East Water District 

6767 East Main Street 
Stockton, CA 95215 

 
7. Contact Person:   Darrel Evensen, District Engineer, devensen@sewd.net 

8. Declaration:  

Stockton East Water District has determined that there is no substantial evidence that 
the above project, as mitigated, may have a significant effect on the environment and 
proposes that a Mitigated Negative Declaration be adopted.  The determination is based 
on the attached Initial Study and the following findings: 

a)  The project will not degrade environmental quality, substantially reduce habitat, 
cause a wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, reduce the number 
or restrict the range of special-status species, or eliminate important examples of 
California history or prehistory. 

b)  The project does not have the potential to achieve short-term, to the disadvantage 
of long-term, environmental goals. 

c)  The project will not have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable. 
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d)  The project will not have environmental effects that will cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. 

e)  No substantial evidence exists that the project will have a negative or adverse 
effect on the environment. 

f)  The project incorporates all applicable mitigation measures identified in the Initial 
Study. 

g)  This Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment of the lead 
agency. 

Written comments on the Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
shall be submitted no later than 5 PM on June 13th, 2021.   
 
 
Submit comments to:   Posting Period: 
Darrel Evensen                                May 13, 2021 to June 13, 2021 
District Engineer  
Stockton East Water District 
6767 East Main Street 
Stockton, CA 95215 
 
 
 
 
Initial Study approved by: 
 
 
Dated:            

      Scot A. Moody, General Manager 
      Stockton East Water District 
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1 
 

1. INTRODUCTION	
 
This Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) evaluates the 
environmental effects of the proposed Cady Ranch Water Distribution Project.  The 
proposed project is to divert water for a new reservoir and irrigation of crops. 
 
This IS/MND was prepared to satisfy the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code [PRC] 21000 et seq.) and State CEQA 
Guidelines (14 California Codes of Regulations [CCR] 15000 et seq.). The District is the 
lead agency for this proposed Project under CEQA. 
 

1.1		 Purpose	of	this	Document	
 
CEQA requires that all state and local government agencies consider the environmental 
consequences of projects over which they have discretionary authority before acting on 
those projects. An MND, which requires inclusion of an IS, is a public document used by 
the decision-making lead agency to determine whether a project may have a significant 
adverse impact on the environment. If the agency finds that the proposed Project may 
have a significant adverse impact on the environment, but that the impacts will be 
clearly reduced to a less-than-significant level through implementation of specific 
mitigation measures, an MND shall be prepared. 
 
This IS/MND is a public information document that describes the proposed Project, 
existing environmental setting at the Project site, and potential environmental impacts of 
construction and operation of the proposed Project. It is intended to inform the public 
and decision-makers of the proposed Project’s compliance with CEQA and State CEQA 
Guidelines. 
 

1.2	 Tiering	
 
CEQA allows for the preparation of environmental documents using a multilevel 
approach whereby a broad level EIR, termed a “program EIR,” includes an analysis of 
general matters (e.g., the impacts of an entire plan, program, or policy), and subsequent 
project-level EIRs or negative declarations include analyses of the project-specific 
effects of projects within the program (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15168). State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15168 describes the process of tiering from a program EIR, 
in which CEQA documents that follow a program EIR incorporate by reference and rely 
on the general discussions, program-wide analyses, and program-level mitigation 
measures from the broader EIR, and focus on the site-specific impacts of the individual 
projects that implement the plan, program, or policy. 
 

1.3	 Review	Process	
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This IS/MND is being circulated for public and agency review as required by CEQA. 
Because state agencies will act as responsible or trustee agencies, the District will 
circulate the IS/MND to the State Clearinghouse of the Governor’s Office of Planning 
and Research for distribution and a 30-day review period. A copy of the CEQA IS/MND 
is also available for review on the District’s website:  www.sewd.net. 
 
During the review period, written comments may be submitted to: 
 
 Darrel Evensen 
 District Engineer   
 Stockton East Water District 
 6767 East Main Street 
 Stockton, CA 95215 
 devensen@sewd.net 
 
After comments are received from the public and reviewing agencies during the public 
comment period, the District may (1) adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
approve the proposed Project; (2) undertake additional environmental studies; or (3) 
disapprove the Project. If the Project is approved, the District may proceed with detailed 
design and construction. 

1.4	 Document	Organization	
 
This IS/MND is organized as follows: 
 
Chapter 1: Introduction. This chapter provides an introduction to the environmental 
review process, and describes the purpose and organization of this document. 
 
Chapter 2: Project Description. This chapter provides a detailed description of the 
Project and required permits and approvals. 
 
Chapter 3: Environmental Checklist. This chapter presents an analysis of a range of 
environmental issues identified in the CEQA Environmental Checklist and determines if 
Project actions would result in no impact, a less-than-significant impact, a less-than-
significant impact with mitigation incorporated, or a potentially significant impact. If any 
impacts were determined to be potentially significant, an EIR would be required. For this 
Project, however, none of the impacts were determined to be significant.  
 

1.5	 Environmental	Factors	Potentially	Affected	
 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, 
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the 
checklist on the following pages. 
 

 Aesthetics  Agricultural Resources  Air Quality 
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 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology/Soils 
 Hazards & Hazardous 

Materials 
 Hydrology/Water 

Quality 
 Land Use/Planning 

 Mineral Resources  Noise  Population/Housing 
 Public Services  Recreation  Transportation/Traffic 
 Utilities/Service System  Mandatory Findings of 

Significance 
 

1.6	 Determination	
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 
 I find that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the 

environment and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
 
 I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the 

environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in 
the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 
 I find that the propose Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment 

and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 
 

 I find that the proposed Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or 
“potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least 
one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures 
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 
 I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the 

environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to 
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that 
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions of mitigation 
measures that are imposed upon the Project, nothing further is required. 
 

 
By:            
 Scot A. Moody, General Manager   Date 
 Stockton East Water District 
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2. PROJECT	DESCRIPTION	
 
This chapter provides a detailed location, description of the Project, and required 
permits and approvals. 
 

2.1	 Project	Location	
 
The proposed project is located on a farm property approximately 1 ¾ miles south of 
State Route 26 and approximately 7 miles northeast of the unincorporated community of 
Linden in San Joaquin County, California. The project location is shown in Figure 1. 

2.2	 Project	Description	
 
Fowler Brothers Farming, Inc., in cooperation with the Stockton East Water District 
(District), proposes to divert surface water from the Calaveras River for a new almond 
ranch in San Joaquin County, California. The proposed Project begins on a site next to 
the Calaveras River where two vertical turbine pumps will be installed. A 27” diameter 
PVC pipeline will then run approximately 300 feet southwest; it will then turn south along 
an unnamed access road for 1,581 feet. To avoid property that has already been built 
on, the 27” diameter PVC pipeline will turn east 105 feet, then turn south 292 feet, turn 
west 145 feet, and finally turn south 2,600 feet. At the end of the pipeline, a new 
agricultural holding pond will be built along with booster pumps to increase water 
pressure and flow. In total, approximately 4,900 feet of the pipeline will be constructed 
for the surface water conveyance. 
 
Existing water services provided by the District will remain active during Project 
construction. All ground disturbing activities will take place within the temporary 
proposed construction areas depicted in the plans. No extended time road closures are 
anticipated to occur, and access to each residence will be maintained. Temporary 
closures for local traffic may take place. There will be no right-of-way impacts, 
temporary construction easements or utility easements; however, a San Joaquin County 
encroachment permit for crossing Shelton Road will be obtained prior to construction. 
Construction is anticipated to last two months. 
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SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY 

FLOOD CONTROL & WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

P. O. BOX 1810  

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA, 95201  

Kris Balaji 
   DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

   TELEPHONE (209) 468-3000  
  FAX NO. (209) 468-2999  

ADVISORY WATER COMMISSION 
June 16, 2021, 1:00 p.m. 

  Teleconference Only 
   Call-In Information Provided 

AGENDA 

I. Roll Call

II. Approve Minutes for the Meeting of May 19, 2021

III. Discussion Items:

A. Water Resources
1. Temporary Urgency Change Permits for State/Federal Water Projects
2. American River Water Rights SWRCB Status Hearing Notice
3. Demonstration Recharge Extraction Aquifer Management
4. East San Joaquin Groundwater Authority and GSP Implementation
5. Tracy Subbasin GSP Development
6. Upper Mormon Slough Erosion Repair Project
7. IRWM Project Selection Process
8. Groundwater Reports

B. Floodplain/Stormwater Management
1. Pending FEMA Risk Reduction 2.0
2. Stormwater Quality Management Program
3. Small Communities Flood Risk Reduction Grants/Studies
4. Deferred Maintenance Grant Projects

C. Grants/Funding Opportunity:
1. FIROMAR Pilot Project Concept
2. Drought Relief Bill

D. Reports from Member Agencies
1. Paradise Cut (John Herrick, SDWA)
2. Other

IV. Action Items: None
V. Informational Items

1. Delta Conveyance Project to Host Informational Webinars.  All information and materials related to the
webinars can be found here

VI. Public Comment:  Please limit comments to three minutes.
VII. Commissioners’ Comments

VIII. Future Agenda Items
IX. Adjournment

Agenda Item: E-1 
Date: 06/22/21
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NOTICE: Coronavirus COVID-19 

Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the Governor’s office, the following 

teleconference information is being provided to you for participation in the April 21, 2021 Advisory 

Water Commission Meeting. 

 
You are strongly encouraged to listen to the Advisory Water Commission meeting by attending the 

teleconference: 
 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer or mobile app 

Click here to join the meeting 

Or call in (audio only) 

+1 209-645-4071 United States, Stockton 

Phone Conference ID: 231 322 388# 

Find a local number | Reset PIN 

Learn More | Meeting options 

 

                Once connected, we request you kindly mute your phone. 

 
Next Regular Meeting 
July 21, 2021, 1:00 p.m. 

Location TBD 
 

 

Commission may make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on any listed item. 
If you need disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting, please contact the Water Resources Staff at (209) 468-3089 at least 48 

hours prior to the start of the meeting.  Any materials related to items on this agenda distributed to the Commissioners less than 72 hours before the public 

meeting are available for public inspection at Public Works Dept. Offices located at the following address: 1810 East Hazelton Ave., Stockton, CA 95205.  

These materials are also available at http://www.sjwater.org.  Upon request these materials may be made available in an alternative format to persons with 

disabilities. 
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http://www.sjwater.org/


Weekly Water Report As of: 
June 14, 2021 

As of: 
June 21, 2021 

New Hogan (NHG) TOC 317,100 AF 
Storage: 131,336 AF 
Net Storage Change: -2,770 AF 
Inflow: 12 CFS 
Release: 211 CFS 

New Melones (NML) Allocation 75,000 AF 
Storage: 1,302,441 AF 
Net Storage change: -35,288 AF 
Inflow: 251 CFS 
Release: 2,686 CFS 

Source: CDEC Daily Reports 

Goodwin Diversion (GDW) 
Inflow (Tulloch Dam): 2,685 CFS 

Release to Stanislaus River (S-98): 1,502 CFS 
Release to OID (JT Main): 629 CFS 
Release to SSJID (SO Main): 378 CFS 
Release to SEWD:      191 CFS 
Total Release 2,700 CFS 

Source: Tri-Dam Operations Daily Report 

Farmington Dam (FRM) 
Diverted to SEWD: N/A CFS 
Diverted to CSJWCD: 0 CFS 

Source: USACE WCDS Hourly Report 

Surface Water Used 
Irrigators on New Hogan: 14 
Irrigators on New Melones: 5 
Out-Of-District Irrigators: 0 
DJWWTP Production: 32 MGD 

North Stockton: 0 MGD 
South Stockton: 7 MGD 
Cal Water: 25 MGD 

City of Stockton DWSP Production: 20 MGD 

District Ground Water Extraction 
74-01 0 GPM 
74-02 0 GPM 
North 0 GPM 
South 0 GPM 
Extraction Well # 1  0 GPM 
Total Well Water Extraction 0 GPM 

Note: All flow data reported here is preliminary and subject to revision. 

Agenda Item: F-1 
Date: 06/22/21
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ACWA State Legislative Committee
June 18, 2021 

REMOTE ACCESS ONLY 
 Click HERE for Video Login 

Meeting ID: 949 5575 2850; Passcode: 550744 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

1. Welcome         Brian Poulsen, Chair 

Lauren Layne, Vice-Chair 

2. Executive Director’s Report        Dave Eggerton 

3. Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations’ Report  Cindy Tuck 

4. 2022-23 Committee Appointment Process   Ana Javaid 

5. Review of Bill Packet*

6. ACWA Sponsored Bill Update   Kris Anderson 

7. Regulatory Updates   Chelsea Haines 

8. Other Business

9. Adjourn

Reminder: Next State Legislative Committee Meeting on July 9th, 2021 

AGENDA 

*Bill packets are also available online by logging on to www.acwa.com.
To access, go to the About My ACWA tab > ACWA Committees > State Legislative > 2021 State Legislative
Committee Meeting Materials (Members Only)

Agenda Item: F-3a 
Date: 06/22/21
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Financial Affairs Committee (FAC) Contractors Only Meeting Agenda 

June 18, 2021 

The meeting begins at 10:00 a.m. and will be conducted via conference call.  The call-in number is 

(279) 666-3100 and the pass code is 288 067 807#.

1. Opening Business

• The Next Scheduled Meetings are as follows:

➢ July 16, 2021 (10:00-11:30 p.m.) – tentatively scheduled for Room C-1001/1002

at 2800 Cottage Way in Sacramento, CA

➢ August 20, 2021 (10:00 - 11:30 p.m.) – FAC Contractors Only Conference Call

and/or MS Teams

2. Report on Executive Committee Meeting

1. Opening Business

2. Meet and Greet with Russ Callejo

3. CVPIA

4. Reclassification of CVP Costs

5. WIIN Act Contract Conversions and 2030 Repayment Mandate

6. PL 111-111

7. Follow – Up Items

• Contracting & Charging for Non-Project Use of Excess Capacity in

Reclamation Project Facilities – Revenue collection prior to new 2023

rates

• P.L. 116-260 Aging Infrastructure Account – 2021 Appropriations

• San Luis Joint Use O&M Cost Reallocation Study

• Trinity PUD – Converting to a PUE type account

• Brown-Bag Seminars hosted by CVPWA/USBR on BOR-Works

4. Letter on CVPIA Accounting BPGs

• Draft Letter Attached

Agenda Item: F-3b 
Date: 06/22/21
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5. Other 

 

• California Water Commission June 16 Meeting [Link to Recording] 

➢ Assessing a State Role in Financing Conveyance: Presentation of White Paper 

➢ Eminent Domain Process Overview 

➢ Water Storage Investment Program Eligibility Requirements 

➢ Sites Project Update 

➢ Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion Project Update 

➢ Panel Discussion on Markets and Groundwater Trading 

   

• Family Farm Alliance Advisory Committee – 

➢ WATERSMART eligibility requirement comment period extended to 6/18 

i. NGO Eligibility (increased competition) 

ii. Cost Requirements for Ecosystem Restoration projects (25% local) 

iii. Drought Resiliency Projects (expanding eligible projects) 

iv. Water and Energy Efficiency Projects (indoor) 

v. Watering down via expanded purpose and applicants 

➢ Advisory meeting call with Tanya Trujilo and Camille Touton 
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